6/14/69 


Dear Gary, 


Your letter of 12 arrived just as I had finished reading COUP 
(I disagree with your opinion that it is in fine shape ana wish I had the 
time to give that part the attention it could use), in between, so I answer 
immediately* We must guard against two things, nost just the waste of time* 

*he ther is against formation of a mutual-admiration society, 

I really had no Mea Maggie and Bin were so two-faced. Ifc think 
that whet your letter does is require that I make a record, really another v/ast 
of time, for with all those people out 'there acting that way, God knows what 
can eventuate. 

There never was any doubt about the reason I first went to CaL idtor- 
hia, as Lil will never forget because of the physical suffering it caused her, 
nor of the personal sacrifices for both of us involved, nor the great cost 
in a number of ways. Much of it is on paper, and when you are here, for your 
own satisfaction and as a mean of measuring the integrity of those with whom 
you are involved or who ere quoted to you. Hal, for example, knows about it. 

The dates alone should tell you all you need know. Publication datg^ of YiWII 
was 12/2/66. I delayed public use of it until 12/7, on the Jack Me. inney 
show, but had expected to use some of its content on a confrontation between 
me alone of toe critics and not fewer than four of the Commission lawyers in 
a "Majority Report" Metromedia Show. We were to have gotten together in 
their offices the night of 12/5, and I alone showed up, having a long meeting 
vdth Mel Baily, Paul ^oble and e vice-pro rid6nt-in-chsrge of soma thing. We 
then worked out a new formula, me against Nizer and whoever of the Commission 
lawyers would appear with him as champion, but at least one, as a symbol. He 
had me tossed off after whst I did to him on YOR. So, I didn't. use the contents 
at a 12/6 taping. After the 12/7 Me Kinney show, beginning 2 e.m. , I drove 
home, worked that day ana the next getting ready for the trip, left early 
morning of the 10th for Chicago, ifeadison, Chicago, Milwaukee, thence to SF, 
using the transcontinental trip for the stopoffs, Liebeler was supposed to 
have met me in NY, Chi., SF and LA. dian t show in NY, had the message in 
G hi he should read my second book bsfore he met n.e(Y,T3E, airmialed one immed- 
iately). In SF he sent a tape instead. Hal was in the studio and knows I 
tore it apart in minutes. I turned down the ^omax show, as ^ill and all the 
others know, in order to face Liebeler on it. One of those characters must 
have a tape of it (I do not) and this is clear in the very first words. Those 
intellectuals and personal cowards have no concept of the dramatic, and there 
was a dramatic impact I think most viewers will remember, when he asked me 
"what difference does it make/" and I gave him proper response, got up, walked 
out and took the sympathies and the applause of the audience with me. You 
will notice SLernax never invited me back. Now, with all those copies of WII 
to send out, I left this to Lil, and she tore her hand terribly, wore out 
all the gloves she had, etc. I was off when it served no purpose to sell 
the book because it was not on sale, simply to keep this promise to Bill and 
Maggie. They both called me together, in October or November, and begged me 
to go there (never offering to pay the cost), and I kept writing them things 
to do, challenges to issue for me until I got there, etc. If nothing else, 
the timing shows this trip could not have been for anything in my interest 
for it was against it, with the book to get out so it could be sold. That was 
very costly. Hal had asked me to go to SB after the experience of what I 
accomplished on one B 0 ian 3iow by phone and unprepared (And I haw Dolan f s 
letter saying he never had such a guest or show), and he said the CCI would 
pay the expenses. When I got there T learned It was not the GCI before which 

I was to speak but the % lit ant Forum, and I did, with Keating ahead of me. 


Before, after and since the meeting I took some pretty tougji baiting for that, 
but I kept my word* And to date, of fare alone, I dofcbt if 1 have gotten a 
third of that back, no fee, etc* Hal knew I ms ud ng that for the purpose 
of taking after Liebeler for the LA people* It is in theletters, all dis- 
cussed in terms of costs that would have to be met* Incidently, that was the 
most successful Forum meeting ever held* They charged an admission, sold 
books, but I got not a cent toward my expenses, then or since* 

Now, On Lillian and her maps: Totally false, if she said it, and 
t have the files to show you. What I sent her was the ^ealey Plaza utilities 
blueprints, before and after construction of the plaza. A1 Chapman got them 
for me* She never e'ckoOTledg9d receipt, never answered my request that she 
let me know she got them, and a long time later, perhaps not in response for 
the first request for them, finally returned them* 

On Maggie end my stealing what she had in her book: I have never 
seen it nor asked to see it, but I did, in writing, offer my help in getting 
it published, offering the art work, etc*, all before I met her. Rather is 
the. contrary true, for again before I had ever met any of them I sent her 
w copy of the ms of WV/II for her and Bill to read for such knowledge as it 
foula give them and for such suggestions as they ccould give me. They took 
much longer than we had and they were supposed to, made no suggestions, 
merely praised it/me or both* I have the letters. Now, this was my second 
book. I took PM ana the documents fo 0 in NO out there on my next trip and 
gave than to her to copy. She didn t even bother*. I forgot to give Paul 
PM, but he will confirm that he got the appendix to 0 in NO. You tell me 
what I was going to gat form her book. I left the £6 volumes bo fore the 
others were through them. What else did 3he have access to? I turned 
witnesses over to them, etc., and have the tapes to prove that. That is 
really outrageous, if she did say it. You can see my written offers to work 
for her/ them free at the Archives, my sending her what I know she could use 
in her book, etc., and in the entire file you will find not one such thing 
from her. ®ear ip. mind sti3 had the ms of VTV7II and, if she had an ything that 
could help, end she knew this was being published, she could have offered* 

OH Ray, who is more ill-mannered and insulting thaft you can i lagine, I met him, 
drove him around Washington, took him to my place, got him a place to stay, took 
him there, took him tc DC next day, etc*, took him to Sam to try and get him 
to make his projector) monorgpph sttaractive, etc. It i3 ns rely what we 3ll 
do^f for each other, what many have dene for me# But far from wanting or using 
what he had, I had what he didn’t, his stuff was then old, and I can show you 
in writing my suggestions and offers to improve his thing* He was his usual 
bullheaded self, defused, and his things was ineffectual, a real, dull bomb. 
These people hsvo, in various ways, been helpful, but not one has ever done 
a personal thing for me* They have done things to help me help them# For 
example, vdien I was so busy and had no way of getting arounf on the first 
trip, I asked Maggie to peik up something for me and mail it to my wife. It 
got tc be real unpleasant when she at first didn’t after saying she would and 

I kept writing to ask her home much I owed her and would she please check the 

store to see if they had sent it* Cost me §10.00 for an ordinary thin scarf* 

And I was home well before it was sent* 

brotherly* To a degree more than intended thiskmay be true* I felt 
that way about Burton for a while, and when I saw the condition Charlie 
Brown was in, particularly after Burton did nothing, I did feel that way 
about her, too* If it is on the info, too many of them understand too little 
of what is available and none of them have had acc4ess to what I have* In 
some cases, psrhaps my tolerance of what really should not have to be shows 
to others that way* Jaffe might have taken some open advise that way, and Bur- 
ton* Fred? He just fawned all over me, so perhaps h* put himself in that posi- 
tion? Lufton? As you know, I avoided him* S 0 , that is a new sin* 




If I were to make a guess as to what’s bugging them (for it takes 
an awful lot to ally Maggie and Dave, even indirectly) , it is their own 
transgressions and failures, Garrison, Turner, Boxley and Farewell should 
be enough to specify* Mine is the sin of the little boy against the emperor* 

Ray is bri&liant in some ways and is in love with his brilliance, 
his concept of it, the concept he thinks others should have, and is convinced 
no one- else understands aiy thing as he does* ^e is an egomaniac* The only 
thing that has mattered to him in years is what he says he sees in Borman* 
That he never could get any attention with it merely convinces him he alone 
is bright. 


My feeling for and indebtedness to Hal are unchanged* I do point 
out that the promised response is yet to arrive* 

Lifton: knowing he wuuld, T taped that phone conversation. °nly 
because Paul (possible Hal also) encouraged me to did I call him. was 
puerile in the futility and immaturity of his pumping efforts, and I called 
him on them and told him if he didn’t stop I’d hang up. I told him that with 
the threats that we re coming back to me of his and KT’s plans to sue me, I f d 
be focklish to tell him what I had learned of KT, what had interested me. I 
told him I had neither knnwledge of or interest in the perjury charge. I asked 
him if lie knew anything that wasn' t partisan, that came from anyone but 
KT, and all he could say is that 1 ought speak to his fcimer roommate l (of 
an earlier era, v/ho knew nothing and, life Dave, liked him, v/hich is nonsense)* 

It boild down to he took Thornley* s word because he believed him an honorable 
man. I then challenged him to check out a few points whore he could decide 
for himself whether or not KT was honest* One of these was the Open City pic- 
ture presented as the way KT looked in NO, cotanared with ^hornley Exhibit 1* 
Another was to ask for wharfc evidence there was that arbara practised witch- 
craft and had -an altar in her home (KY helped her build it for a TV show, 
no other purpose)). Things like that* As you recognize, Thornley either is 
or is not an honest man. I suggest Dave’s abandonment of the roundrobbin 
mailings against me, the more personalized campaign, is ample answer. And 
the whole Thornley things has been silen* since (Es lieb^ler, may I add, 
became silent from the time I was out there until Garrison. He again became 
and has remained silent since he met me on Les Crane) an that is a year and 
a half now, his longest and a very uncharacteristic silence. Hq understood n 
and felt what the lightweights did not, poorly as I did compared to what I 
should have dene. 

On Maggie and B ill again, they even sent me copies of Liebeler 
tapes for n© to tear apart and with them pointed out how he had Lane (hence 
all of them) on the ropes. a e did have Lane, too, for foolish Lane had promised 
to sue Liebeler for calling him a lair and was forever promising the papers 
would soon be filed. I am flot going through that enormous California file 
to get this out, but there you will find exactly what I say. Now I kept all 
the Calif, correspondence in a single file, but when they sent me material 
I kept It in the envelopes in which it came (you are familiar with ho w I 
tiled to help Ray against Tnompson and his "appreciation”) and in a drawer 
because it wouldn’t git In a file. 1 have just added Lifton’s to the files 
nad tore is Lillian’s covering letter. She sent me two large mailings, 7/9 & 14/B6 
One is still in hhe envelope in which Ramparts returned it. Here is a copy d>f 
her letter. I am not taking time to read it and you may find more, but I^do 
recall her fear and insistence her name not be mentioned, that she didn’t 
want the cost refunded or any pay or erddit. Y©t you will recall that when 
once her name was publicly associated with this field, I dragged it into one 
of them manuscripts, just to give her credit. The only thing of hers I used 
is ^lint Hill ’ s 1 f t shoulder. That I had missed. None of the rest is "hers” 

anyway. Almost all of it is general knowledge and obs0rval7 i°n. 


■ - - . IMSmm- /Sv , 


And with ell due respect, even JG found her way out* 

But on this question of allegedly intending to steal from them, what 
was to steal if I had the intent? Reijiember, I had finished the fourth book 
and had written parts of others by 5/67, h8d finished 0 in NO end *Varch or 
first April 6J7, had done VrWII before Lane’s appeared. All of my work that is 
now rpinted was printed well before Sylvia’s or Tinks were even done* I was 
dredging the Archives beginning, I think in April 66* I got stuff then I still 
haven t usedl 

Not, it ife net because I felt you believed these lies. And I apprec- 
iate ycur defense, but I repeat you had better not be doing it for two reasons: 
if you think the effort of association #ith those people is worth the time and 
effort, it will reduce what you get, undermine their trust in you* And that 
p8rt is not worth your time. Also, it may get them after you, and then you 
will tak9 time! 

Bear in mind also that this is second hand* I trust neither Lifton 
nor Fred to be olv^jys straight with it* I ar.i not saying they are lying. Irit do 
not know, but I know enough to make me doubt both, generally. 

I don’t know vhat this business of ^illian and the maps is* She got 
her’s from West* I saw a copy I take to have been hers in Silvia’s. I never used 
it. I got ell of mine from the Archives* She shnt me a meaningless Xerox of hers, 
noting it was incomplete, in 7/66, after I had published it, so 1 was aware 
that there was such a things as a map or plat. And I never claimed anything 
about plats or maps. So far as ,r one map" Is concern? d, these blueprints ars 
still in the mailing tuba with her return address* There must be 3 dozen diff- 
erent ones or so* But 1 miss the point -and don’t take time to tell me. I do 
not care. 1 ns rely point out lies. 

r hew! Other things, now’* 

Olson could be valuable* would &iko to see soonest, preferably 
two or three copies, so I can route to Dick and pons Nichols* I’ve discussed 
Sylvia v/ith Garrison, but way back at the beginning, is respectful of her 
werk ano intelligence and with the part ocular kind of nuttiness that is his he 
like to be patronizing and give credit where it does not influence his concept 
of self. His comment on her book was that it was a really fine work that 3he 
needlessly marred by the criticism of him. She did not tell me what ^ennsr 
tells you that I, too, let him down. u h, well, perh ps with that lemming-like 
character he really did want to get thrown out of court and disbarred* In prev- 
enting it, in bringing Vince in to help, probably, in this sense, I also let him 
down. .. .Bui ck I know about, little more. I has seme wierd letters from that 
prison, from total strangers pretending intimady and v/ith Arnoni, to whom I 
sent. Ha didn’t know them either. Bui is hot on this. 

Bernabei also suspects Murr misconstrued something re said or his 
intensity, but I think it is Fred. I wrote and asked him why and he has not 
responded* ^on f t bother with him or Zitch, etc. I had to write Zitch egein 
because I couldn’t find the copy of the note in which I asked him if he preferred 
m ntion or anonymity. I wrote him recently and do not care whether or not ha 
answers. 

In closing, I repeat I cannot be certain * understand what lies 
under all of this evil stuff. Aside from the foregoing, I think a certain 
amount i3 envy, a certain amount a reflection of their own failures (for ex- 
ample, I go out there and get what they do not, find what they have failed 


to, clean up what they’ve messed, and piece together whatbthey have knocked 
apart, his is not praising myself, for x know or no extraordinary thing I 
did out there. It is more an indictment of them, ana I think they realize it. 
Each in his own was has said to me v/hat Barton did when we walked out of 
Howard s home with his pictures, him on tape, his promise of his files and 
cooperation, and he had just put his big L uger away, »l don’t know how you 
do it", and ho was shaking his head from side to side and lamest walking on 
air. They had all failed with Howard, as with Hall and the others I turned 
on. If I turned them on I know others also could have, non-Jews much easier. 
Also, perhaps their abdication also gnaws at them, for they did at the 
beginning what others also did end since then have done nothing and failed 
to do anything with the first things they learned. Oh, I don’t know. I do 
regret it. And there is nothing x c3n or wi&l do about it. 

Ix3t then wage their campaigns, report it so I’ll know if there la 
anyone out there I can trust, but do not take your own scant time for 
r -spouse , instantaneous or other. Thanks, much, for the willingness. 

j _ Gary, ii I can claim neither genius nor perfection or errorlessness, 

do try to be Qonost. I think this gets through and helus me do what others 
haven't. There is no doubt I have from time to time erred. There is also little 
doubt that, especially out there, whenre I was sc regularly insulted and ex- 
ploited and was always past exhaustion, I tray have rubi ed some of th. m the 
wrong way. But I doubt if anything more, is warranted. One of t to problems i 3 
caused by time and my horrible typing, 1 ju-t cannot take time to read end 
correct this (again x do apologize). It is possiblo that typos and excess haste 
may account for some instances. Howevoy, in scanning the jj’red fils I saw none. 

The next time I have a little time and enough to break Calif down 
I 11 send you enough to satisfy you that the reason I went out there is exactly 
what I told you, meaning first trip (I now note that Lifton, cutie that he is, 
gavs you the dates 67 and 68. That was 66. His kind of finger- crossing? 


Best, 


